
 

 

 
Disclaimer: 

The information in this guide is intended for general informational purposes only. It does not constitute 

professional advice. You should only perform the tasks if you have the appropriate skills and knowledge. 

Some tasks involve disengaging safety-critical components and may pose risks if not performed correctly. 

The author assumes no liability for any injuries, damages, or losses resulting from following this guide. 

Always consult a qualified professional if you’re unsure or lack experience. 

 

Check the weather forecast for your journey and ensure conditions are safe for towing, 
especially regarding wind and rain. 

 
Plan your route using a caravan-friendly sat-nav to avoid height, weight, or width 
restrictions. 

 
Check your vehicle's fuel level and ensure it is sufficient for the journey, considering 
increased consumption while towing. 

 
Check booking details and arrival time requirements (if applicable). 

 

Secure all loose items such as plates, cutlery, and small appliances to prevent movement. 
 

Empty and secure cupboards, ensuring nothing can shift or fall during transit. 
 

Remove or secure freestanding furniture to prevent movement. 
 

Return folding/adaptable beds to their recommended transit positions. 
 

Close and lock all windows, roof vents, and skylights. 
 

Retract or secure blinds and curtains to avoid damage while towing. 
 

Ensure any items left inside the fridge are secure and adequately packaged to prevent 
spillages or damage during transit. 

 
Ensure the fridge door is latched shut and set to the appropriate power mode. 

 
Check and fasten all internal doors, cupboards and drawers. 

 
Lock and/or stow any sliding or dividing doors (e.g. bathroom door) to prevent them from 
opening during transit. 

 
Ensure fabric room dividers (if applicable) are securely fastened (blu-tac can often help). 
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PRE-DEPARTURE PLANNING 

INTERNAL PREPARATION 
 



 
 
Clean down cooker top and close cooker top lid. 

 
Clean the sink, install sink plug to reduce bad odours and close sink cover, ensuring tap is 
positioned above sink cover. 

 

Remove any rubbish or waste bags from the caravan. 
 

Stow extendable worktops into transit position (if applicable). 
 

Turn off all electrical appliances including lights (and fridge, if applicable) to preserve leisure 
battery life. 

 

Lower and secure any aerials such as TV or Wi-Fi to their transit position. 
 

Balance the load inside the caravan, distributing weight evenly, with heavier items stored 
low and near the axle. 

 

 

 

Disconnect and empty the freshwater tank. 
 

Store the water pump in a safe and clean location (in the kitchen sink is often appropriate). 
 

Disconnect grey waste tank and dispose of grey waste at the designated disposal point. 
 

Turn off water pump via the caravan control panel, then drain the water heater and ensure 
all taps are closed. 

 
Remove any quick connector tap adaptors commonly used on fully serviced pitches. 

 
Store water butts, hoses, and other accessories securely. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Turn off the gas supply at the bottle(s). 
 

EXTERNAL PREPARATION 

WATER 

 

TOILET 

 

GAS 

 

Clean the toilet bowl.

Drain the toilet flush tank.

Close the toilet slide valve.

Empty the cassette toilet waste tank at a designated disposal point.

Clean the cassette tank thoroughly and reinsert it securely.



 
Check that all gas appliances, including the hob, oven, and heater, are switched off. 

 
Secure gas bottles in their designated storage area, ensuring they are strapped firmly. 

 

 

 
Shed electrical draw by turning off major appliances and lights inside the caravan. 

 
Turn off and disconnect the mains electric hook-up cable – disconnect from site supply first, 
followed by caravan inlet to minimise chances of damage. 

 
Coil and store the cable in a clean, dry compartment. 
 

 
 

Fully clean and pack away any awning, porch or sun canopy, ensuring the item is as dry as 
possible to prevent risk of damp and mould. 

 
Remove, clean and store ground sheets, windbreaks, and other external accessories. 

 
Inspect caravan tyres for proper inflation, tread depth, and any signs of damage or 
cracking. 

 
Lock all external lockers and compartments securely. 

 

Inspect and clean the tow ball to ensure it is free of grease or dirt. 
 

Check the car’s tyres for correct pressure, tread depth, and condition, including the spare 
tyre. 

 
Fit towing mirrors securely to comply with UK legal requirements. 

 
Check that the rear number plate on the caravan matches the towing vehicle. 

 
Check the vehicle’s load is evenly distributed to maintain stability while towing. 

 

Move the tow vehicle into position for coupling. 
 

Ensure the cars park brake is applied.  
 

Insert the motor mover isolator key. 
 

Engage the caravans motor mover drive rollers. 
 

If safe to proceed, release the caravan handbrake. 
 

Use the motor mover to manoeuvre the caravan and release the wheel chocks. 

ELECTRIC 

 

GENERAL EXTERIOR TASKS 

 

TOW VEHICLE PREPARATION 
 

MOVING AND COUPLING THE CARAVAN USING A MOTOR MOVER 
 



 
 

Remove and store the chocks securely. 
 

Align the caravan for coupling with the tow vehicle. 
 

Lower the caravan onto the tow ball using the jockey wheel. 
 

Engage the hitch mechanism and confirm it is installed correctly and locked in place. 
 

Wind the jockey wheel down again to lift the rear of the car slightly, confirming a positive 
coupling of the car and caravan. 

 
Raise the jockey wheel and stow it securely in the transit position. 

 
Connect the 13-pin or 7-pin electrical plug to the tow vehicle. Add twists to the cable as 
necessary to prevent it from trailing on the ground.  

 
Check the AL-KO anti-snake system (if fitted) to ensure it is operational and ready for 
towing. 

 
Attach the breakaway cable securely to the car’s designated mounting point. 
 
Disengage the motor movers drive rollers. 

 

Remove the motor mover isolator key. 
 

 

Place the caravan step inside the caravan. 
 

Lock the caravan door securely. 
 

Perform a walkaround inspection of the caravan and tow vehicle to confirm all items are 
secure. 

 
Double-check that all windows, roof vents, and external lockers are locked. 

 
Test all caravan road lights, including indicators, brake lights, sidelights, and reverse lights 
(if applicable). 

 

Double check that the caravan’s stabiliser legs are fully retracted. 
 

Ensure the caravans handbrake is released. 
 

Check the caravan brakes by pulling forward slowly and stopping to ensure they are 
functioning correctly. 

 
Align the towing mirrors after pulling straight, so that you can see alongside the caravan on 
both sides. 

 
Confirm that your sat nav is programmed correctly for towing and is ready for the journey. 

 

Leave site returning any keys or fobs to reception. 

FINAL CHECKS BEFORE DEPARTURE 
 



 
 

Disclaimer: 

The information provided on this website is intended for general knowledge and informational purposes 

only. It does not constitute professional advice of any kind, including financial, legal, or medical advice. The 

author makes no representations or warranties as to the accuracy, completeness, or reliability of the 

content. 

You should consult with a qualified professional before making any decisions based on the information 

presented here. The author is not liable for any damages, losses or injuries arising from the use or reliance 

on this website or its content.    

External links are provided as a convenience and do not necessarily reflect the author's views or opinions. 

The author is not responsible for the content of external websites. 

By using this website, you agree to these terms and conditions. 
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